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	Student name: 

	

	ABS Student Associate or NSF Trainee?
	

	Department:
	

	Previous Education:
	

	OGS Committee:
	

	Dissertation Topic:

	

	ABS Long Term Study Area:
	USA & Mexico, MesoAmerica, Western Amazon, Gran Chaco

	Field of expertise (Disciplinary Depth):
	Ecological Functions & Biodiversity OR  Communities & Governance

	Field(s) of  Multi-disciplinary Breadth:
	Ecological Functions & Biodiversity OR  Communities & Governance

	Integration:  How do you plan to bridge ecology, culture and governance for effective conservation?
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	APPROVAL
	Please sign (jpg of signature acceptable)

	Student:
	

	OGS Chair:
	

	CC Advocate:
	

	CC Chair:
	

	CC Comments:


	Write the dates this Learning Plan was updated and the completion date:  


	1. Human-Environment Interactions & Ethics

	 Semester/YR


	ABSI core course (Table 2)  AND
ABSII core course AND
Regular attendance (>60%) at ABS Seminar Series (sign in sheet)

	Explain how this fits into the general ABS Learning Path and any variation from Table 2:



	2.  Interdisciplinary Breadth

	Course no.


	At least one social science graduate course for natural scientists (Table 3)  OR

At least one natural science graduate course for social scientists (Table 3)

	Explain how this will aid you in achieving this competency and any variation from Table 3:



	3. Regional Studies

	Check one


	1. One course on region in which the student plans to conduct research  (Table 4).OR

2. The ABS Amazon Field Course (required for NSF-IGERT Trainees).OR

3. Previous significant time spent in region.

	Explain how this will aid you in achieving this competency and your thinking on #1 or #3:



	4.   Multidisciplinary Collaboration

	Check off


	1.  Collaborate with another student on complementary dissertation project AND

2.  One member of dissertation committee from a discipline other than the student’s primary discipline. 

	Explain how you plan  to document  this competency and your thinking on #1 and #2:


	5 .  Research Design

	Course no.


	1.  One graduate course on research design  (Table 5) OR

2.  Substitute course (e.g. from another institution)

	Explain your thinking on choosing the course or substitute course.


	6.  Disciplinary Depth

	Date approved

	Courses listed on OGS degree plan

	Explain the field which you consider to be your area of disciplinary depth:


	7.  Cross-cultural Skills

	Course/YR


	Training in cross cultural communication skills (Table 6)

Other:

	Explain your thinking on choosing the course or equivalent substitute.


	8.  Language Skills

	Course/YR

	1.  Course work OR 
2.  Must pass ACTFL Language Exam or equivalent 

	Explain your thinking on choosing the course or equivalent substitute.


	9.  Communication Skills (Research Presentation)

	Date

	1.  Presentation at Ecological Integration Symposium / ABS Conference OR

2.  National-level conference. AND

3.  Lead a session of the ABS journal club

	Explain how your choice fits into your overall ABS Learning Path:

	10.   Applied Research

	Check off

	1.  Complete internship AND/OR 
2.  Conduct research in conjunction with host country institution/organization AND

3.  Disseminate research results in format accessible for those who might apply them 

	Explain in more detail your plans to meet this competency:



